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Front Cover: Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 
A view of Mt Alexander early in the morning, with Manna Gum, Eucalyptus viminalis, in the 
foreground 


The ‘thing’ on the front cover of last Whirrakee was correctly identified by Glenise Moors. It was 
photographed at Lake Mungo last year and was an entrance to a spider burrow. An almost identical 
image was the ‘pic teaser’ in Nature Australia, Autumn 1999 and this was identified in the 
subsequent issue as a Wolf Spider burrow (Lycosa sp.). The prize has been dispatched to the 
winner, congratulations! 
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Editors’ Note 


It is gardening time and when Barbara handed me a beautifully coloured brochure produced by. the 
City of Greater Bendigo, “Gardening with local native plants”, I wanted to reproduce it in full for the 
Whirrakee. You cannot see the colour but everything else is there... (pages 11-13). 

At the last general meeting, a suggestion was made to include the telephone number for the Wildlife 
Rescue & Information Network (W.R.I.N.) as a permanent inclusion in the Whirrakee. It is on page 
15 in this issue but might be included elsewhere in future editions, possibly on the inside front cover 
somewhere. 


A Big Thank You from the Spring in the 
Bendigo Bush Committee 

Author: Barbara Chmielewska 

For the Committee 


The ‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ Committee 
extends its thanks to the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club and the Bendigo Native Plant 
Group for the work they have put into making 
the ‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ a great success 
this year. All the walks and other activities were 
very well attended and the feedback from the 
participants was very positive and encouraging. 
Of particular success was this year’s Wildflower 
Show which has attracted more than 600 people. 
People came from Melbourne and there were 
overseas visitors as well. What makes the show 
such a great event is the co-operation between 
members from the Bendigo Native Plant Group 
and the Field Naturalists Club. Many of the 
visitors said that they have attended in the past 
and are looking forward to attend again. This 
says a lot about both groups. 


Particular thanks to members who organised and 

provided special displays during the Wildflower 

Show: - 

1. Tom Patullo and Russell Brown for orchids; 

2. John Burtonclay for animal boxes; 

3. Mary and Eric Wilkinson for their Bonsai of 
native plants; 

4. Bendigo Native Plant Group members for 
specimens and cut flowers; 

5. Jeff Sitch, Sandhurst and Goldfields 

Revegetation nurseries for providing cut 

flowers 
and pot plants; 

6. Rod Orr for environmental weeds 

7. Jane Cleary for growing Creeping Boobialla; 

8. Fay Boyle and Lorraine Peat for the recording 
of bird calls; 


oirixd and all the other people I may have per 
chance left out. 


All members should be very pleased with the 
events during the Spring in the Bendigo Bush 
and I can only hope that next year the Spring in 
the Bendigo Bush ‘Festival’ will be even better. 


Someone Asked the Question — What Do 
Field Naturalists Do? 
Author: Tom Patullo 


Well! One thing they do is to hunt frogs. 

This was demonstrated to me quite graphically 
recently. The principal actors in the play were 
Berry Vardy and, of course, Litoria peroni, as 
we found out later, a cute little tree frog, the 
suction pads on all his toes proved him to be so. 


Just outside our kitchen on a covered verandah 
which is further covered by 50% shade cloth, 
there grows a large Birds Nest Fern. The whole 
verandah is filled with ferns, creepers, hanging 
baskets and so on and the whole assembly is 
kept moist by spray watering. 

Could be a good habitat for frogs. 


Well, at lunch one day, Tess said, what bird is 
that calling? At first I did not hear it, but on 
repetition I doubted it to be a bird call and after a 
while we decided that it must be a frog,but no 
frog that I knew of. 

We thought of Berry Vardy whom I contacted 
and asked if he was interested, of course, said 
Berry, what time does he call? We informed 
him that we had noticed him about lunch time. 
“T’ll be down tomorrow” said Berry. 


Tomorrow arrived along with Berry. We had 
quite a yarn about old times “it being a long time 
no see”. Among other things we thought of 
playing a frog tape to entice him out, but Berry’s 
tape was temporarily mislaid; so we decided, 
after a manual search through the fronds of the 
bird nest fern to sit him out until he called again. 
In the meantime we had a look through the 
shade house, a few terrestrials in flower were of 
interest. 

While admiring a hanging basket of Dendrobium 
which was just beginning to burst into flower, 
suddenly, before I had registered, Berry said 
“the frog” and left. apparently Berry had 
recognised the call and registered the position 
from where it had come and all in one conscious 
moment had Litoria in his palm, displaying all 
his beautiful suction pads on his fingers and 
toes. 


Our hunting foray had been successful. 


Now for a closer look and some life history of 
Litoria peroni. 


With a bodily length of approximately two 
inches and a general dark green colouring with 
the beautiful symmetrically arranged finger and 
toe suction pads, with pale green colouring and 


yellow groin, Litoria is quite a handsome frog. 
Quite active in its movements, as evident in his 
bid for escape from a water filled glass jar,he 
quickly climbed over the top, leapt a good two 
feet to land on Tess’ shoulder and a giant leap to 
the floor, but the active Berry was on to him to 
be placed back in the glass jar with a lid on it 
this time. 

In nature this tree frog can climb quickly over 
rocks, grasses, fern fronds and leaves. 


L.peroni mates above water and lays eggs in 
small pools. Mating and egg laying take place in 
the warmer weather following winter. Quite 
evidently this is why our specimen is calling 
from our Birds Nest Fern at present. 

Duly released into his fern he has been calling 
since. His call is quite loud and has increased in 
length over the past day or so. 


References: - ACT Herpetological Home Page 
http://aerg.canberra.edu.au/pub/aerg/herps/actha/ 
litpe.htm. 


- Tyler, M.J. 1977. Frogs of South Australia 
South Australian Museum. Adelaide 
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Editor’s Note: 

Tom’s granddaughter has since located some 
more information on Peron’s Tree Frog on the 
internet web site of the ACT Herpetological 
Association Tom had been searching 
desperately for the other common name of this 
frog, Mad Cackle Tree Frog as this name 
described the call so aptly. 


On the web site the call is described as a low 
drawn out chuckle, with a two noted ‘ha-ha’ at 
the end (hence the alternative common name). 
“When in large numbers males will often 
sabotage other males potential to successfully 
mate by ‘stacking’ their calls, so that the males 
that call earliest have their call drowned out by 
later calls. 


“Peron’s Tree frog is easily distinguished from 
other frog species. (in the ACT), as it is larger, 
has toe pads, a granular stomach, has crossed 
shaped pupil, the inner and thin thighs have 
black and orange/yellow marbling, and it has 
distinctive emerald green flecking.” 


The illustration below shows Peron’s 
Tree Frog, Litoria peroni, with its 
impressive toe pads 

(from Tyler 1977, the small picture is from the 
Gould League Victoria) 


VNPA Annual Picnic 
Sunday 21 November 


The Victorian National Parks Association 
Annual Picnic this year will be held at Braeside 
Park on Sunday 21st November from 11.00am 
to 4.00pm. 


from the letter inviting members, supporters and 
their families 


“Braeside Park is like an oasis, surrounded as it 
is by busy roads and urban development. Easy 
walking tracks meander through three very 
distinct environments — wetlands, heathland and 
red gum woodland. The park has had an 
interesting history, and now has migratory 
birds, such as Lathams Snipe from Japan, 
joining the many other species of water birds 
now breeding on the lake. 

The Annual Picnic enables the Council, staff, 
member and supporters of the VPNA to meet 
and together enjoy one of our beautiful parks. It 
is a relaxed, friendly day which provides an 
opportunity for the VNPA to express its 
appreciation for the cooperation and support the 
Association has received during the past year. 


Braeside Park is on the Melway map no. 93 F2 
and the entrance is from Governor Road. Hot 
tea, coffee and lamingtons will be available but 
otherwise pack a picnic — barbecue facilities are 
available at the site. 


The only formalities will be immediately after 
lunch (at about 1.00pm) when there will be 
some speeches. These will be followed by a 
choice of led walks through the three 
ecosystems and a talk/display on our native 
snakes. Childrens’ activities will start on arrival 
with a treasure hunt and games, continuing after 
lunch with snake decoration. 

We are looking forward to an interesting and 
enjoyable day.” 


If you are interested in attending the picnic, 
please notify Teresa at the VNPA office, 10 
Parliament Place, East Melbourne 3002, 

or phone 03 96508296 

or e-mail teresa@vnpa.org.au 


A Short Stop-Over at Carnies Reserve 
Author: Alf Howe 


I called into Carnies Reserve on the way back to 
Bendigo on the day that the DNRE had on the 
Finn Block of the Terrick Terrick Grasslands 
National Park. 

Of particular interest was one Blue-winged 
Parrot that was disturbed as we arrived at the 
Park. 


Birds seen at Carnies Reserve on September 18, 
1999 between 3.30pm and 4.45pm: 
Cockatiel (4) 

Galahs (2 flocks) 

Striated Pardalote (4) 

Dusky woodswallow (2) 

Willie Wagtail (3) 

Brown treecreeper (8) 
Red-rumped Parrot (12) 

Eastern Rosella (2) 
White-winged Chough (14) 
Magpies (5) 

Australian Raven (2) 

Weebill (1) 

Noisy Miners ( 15) 
Long-billed Corellas (4) 

Black Kite (2, circling overhead) 
Pied Butcherbird (1) 

Magpie Lark (4) 

Crested Pigeon (6) 
White-plumed Honeyeater (2) 
Welcome Swallows (6) 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (2) 
Black-eared Cuckoo (1) 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills (4) 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 


library. 
RARKKKK KH 


NATURE Australia(Aust. Museum) 
Spring 1999 


"Winged Pirates" by Penny Olsen reports on the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle, one of our largest and 
most powerful birds of prey. 


"Banded Burrowers" by Sarah Smith describes 
the various Bandy-bandy snake species, the 
only black-and-white banded land snakes in 
Australia. Some of their habits are unusual, too. 


"Prehistoric Sea Monsters of the West" by John 
Long reveals the discovery of a number of 
fossilised skeletons of marine reptiles in 
Western Australia. 


"Thorny Devils & Horny Toads" by Wade 


Sherbrooke compares Australia's bizarre lizard . 


with its counterparts in the North American 
continent. 


"Northern Bettong" by Allen MclIlwee deals 


with one of the country's rarest marsupials. A 


small population was discovered well to the 
south of those existing in far north Queensland. 
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THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST(FNCV) 
Volume 116(4) August 1999 


"Attitudes Towards Possums: a Need for 
Education?" deals with the human aspects of 
the human-possum conflict by surveying urban 
residents for their views and knowledge of 
possums. 


"The Swamp Skink" reports on a new inland 
record of this threatened species which is 
mostly found in coastal regions. 


"Common Ringtail Possums" discusses the use 
of "forms" similar to those used by hares, noted 
in the Snowy Mountains where tree hollows are 
few. 


"Rushworth State Forest" reports on a survey 
of vertebrate fauna carried out by the FNCV 
Fauna Survey Group over four years. About 
thirty days of bird observation are also included. 


"Moss Bed Lake on the Nunniong Plateau" 
deals with two excursions to this area in 
Gippsland the first when the lake was dry after 
drought, and the second following good rains. 


RAKKKK XK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
October 1999 


e Cape York after the Wet: many birding 
highlights 
A Visit to Cairns: rewarding town sites 
Save our Seaweed: commercial harvesting a 
threat to bird species which use it 

e Observations on the Eastern Whipbird 


RKARKAKEKRK 


Also received recently: 


*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
August & October 1999 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
August & October 1999 


. *Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 


October 1999 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 
October 1999 
*Newsletter(Maryborough FNC) 
Volume 48 No. 1 
*Environment Victoria News 
October 1999 
*Volunteer(Threatened Bird Network) 
September 1999 
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Taxonomy — The Oldest Profession 
Speaker: Tom Burton 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


Years ago, the scientific names of the three 
common everlastings around Bendigo have been 
changed but some people just can’t get used to 
those new names. Name changes are a common 
lament of field naturalists, more so since the 
reasons behind it is often not known.This talk, 
which was given by Tom Burton at the 
September General Meeting, was designed to 
explain why changes happen. 


Taxonomy is about naming and classifying 
species, and in this talk, Tom attempted to 
describe some of the processes that have to be 
observed when naming new species and some 
of the reasons for name changes. 


There are some inherent difficulties in describing 
a new species, e.g. a newly discovered and 
unfamiliar frog. Firstly, it has to be ascertained 
whether or not the frog has not been described 
before, then its identity as a species has to be 
confirmed. This is not as easy as it appears. 


The biological definition of a species, being a 
group of organisms that can interbreed under 
natural condition and produce fertile offspring, 
sounds reasonable, but reproductive behaviour 
is rarely observed in some animal groups. Due 
to the lack of knowledge with regards to 
reproductive behaviour and success, species are 
often separated by morphological characters 
only, i.e. as a group of organisms that resemble 
each other very closely. Using this easier 
definition of a species, taxonomists can be easily 
fooled by apparent external similarities or 
variabilities within species. 


Tom used the Common Froglet to illustrate how 
this can cause big problems. The Common 
Froglet was first described in 1853, then again 
in 1863 as another species. By 1867 there were 
five different descriptions published, all based 
on the variations in its appearance, and finally 
by 1940 it was realised that the one species 
could have a wide variety of looks, and so they 
were all lumped into one species, Crinia 
signifera. Wrong again! It was subsequently 
found that the Common Froglet in WA has a 
different call, an indication that these are a 
different species...and so on. Now, on the 
basis of mating call, six species are now 
recognized, including the local Plains Froglet 
Crinia parinsignifera. 

When it has been ascertained that a new species 
is present, a name needs to given to it. 


In the binomial system, two Latin names are 
given to each species. The first (genus) name 
puts a bird, for example, into its group, e.g., 
Passer indicates that the thing is a sparrow. The 
second (species) name identifies the species 
within the group, domesticus, indicates a 
particular type of sparrow, the house sparrow. 
This binomial system avoids the confusion that 
is often caused by local common names which 
vary from region to region, it tells about 
relationships and it is an international system 
that has no boundaries due to language. 


The actual names are governed by the Latin 
grammar and a series of conventions like, don’t 
name a species after yourself or don’t give 
flippant names to species (although some people 
think they can get away with those). 

The new name along with the description of the 
organisms must be published internationally. 
Whether or not it is accepted as a new name or 
species by the scientific community is decided 
by its usage. 


How can a name change then? 


If careful examination of an everlasting daisy 
reveals that it shares more characters with 
another group, it might be placed in that genus. 
Alternatively, it might be found that the 
everlasting has been described previously under 
another name. Then the rules of naming dictate 
that it must have the first name given to it and 
this could mean that its name changes either to 
another species or another genus. Taxonomists 
keep track of these changes by maintaining 
records of old names. ‘The name of the 
taxonomist and the date s/he made the change is 
often referred to in time of dispute. 


Tom used frogs to tell such stories and 
illustrated these with glorious pictures. 
Knowing something about the history and the 
reasons behind the name makes these often 
difficult names much more interesting and easier 
to remember. 


Knowing that names ultimately are to reflect 
relationships, it should be easier to put up with 
name changes as, theoretically, we should be 
advancing ever so slowly towards a perfect 
classification system. 

In addition, a short course in Latin would be 
wonderful for all naturalists as we could all gain 
a greater insight into the meaning of names and 
enjoy the sometimes quirky sense of humour 
that taxonomists have. 


Tom finished by saying that a good system of 
uniform common names, such as that currently 
used for Australian birds, is a very good idea, 
because there is no reason for the name to 
change in light of taxonomic changes, and 
confusion can be avoided. So if the name, 
Sticky Everlasting is an official name, 
universally used, then the break-up of 
Helichrysum into names nobody can remember 
doesn’t matter so much. 


As it happened to be National Poetry Week at 
the time, Tom was thanked with a poem by C.J. 
Dennis: 


Little Tommy Tadpole began to weep and wail 
For little Tommy Tadpole had lost his little tail 
And his mother didn’t know him 

as he wept upon a log 
For he wasn’t Tommy Tadpole 

but Mr Thomas Frog 


‘Riparian Habitats as a Biogeographic 
Corridor for Terrestrial Birds along the 
Murray River” -— Speaker: Chris 
Tzaros 


Author: Sabine Wilkens 


The introduction to this speaker of the October 
General Meeting took quite a while even though 
Chris Tzaros is well known to most club 
members. His list of achievements is very long 
and amazing, amongst many being “Young 
Australian of the Year’ in the conservation 
/environment category last year. 

At the moment Chris is finishing his Masters 
Degree at Deakin University and this talk was to 
inform us about his research work on the 
Murray River and surrounding country. 


The question was whether the Murray River 
corridor assists forest birds in expanding their 
range. Less than 3% of plains woodlands 
remain and the vegetation along roads or water 
courses are often the only remnants is in the 
shape of linear corridors. One such corridor is 
the Murray River — flanked by Red Gums, this 
riparian zone is considered very important for 


wildlife. As it is, this corridor connects two 
distinct biogeographic regions, the Bassian 
(wet) region and the Eyrean (dry) region. 


Chris selected a stretch of the Murray that 
connects both zones, from Corowa in southern 
NSW to a site near Mildura in North-western 
Victoria. Along this stretch he picked six paired 
sites, three in the Bassian region and three in the 
Eyrean. The annual rainfall over the entire 
stretch varied from 500-600mm/year in the east, 
to 200mm/year in the west. 

Each of the six sites contained riparian and non- 
riparian vegetation, often not more than 100m 
apart. 


Over two years Chris carried out 40 minute 
censuses of all land birds in both types of 
vegetation of the six sites. 


The results so far have revealed a total of 118 
bird species from all sites. Collectively the non- 
riparian vegetation is richer in birds compared to 
the riparian vegetation but for both vegetation 
types, the species richness declined from east to 
west (from the wetter to the drier region). 

The riparian sites were dominated by Bassian 
avifauna but these birds even dominated in the 
non-riparian sites on the eastern end. 

Typical Bassian birds are Scarlet Robin, Little 
Cuckoo-shrike, Spotted Pardalote, Eastern 
Yellow Robin, Bassian Thrush and Red-browed 
Firetail. Eyrean species dominated the non- 
riparian habitats at the western end, including 
birds such as Chestnut-crowned Babbler, Pied 
Butcher Bird, Mallee Ringneck, Singing and 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. 


A group of species of Bassian origin was 
identified as using the entire corridor of the 
Murray, well into the Eyrean region. Examples 
of these are the Yellow Rosella, Laughing 


‘ Kookaburra, Crested Shrike Tit, Little Friarbird, 


White-plumed Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote 
and the Mistletoebird. 

The preliminary conclusion from Chris’ work so 
far then is that Bassian adapted species CAN 
extend their distribution along a corridor such as 
the Murray. 

Chris was careful to point out that his survey 
gave results which were a combination of 
historical movements and present usage, it did 
not however make any predictions about future 
movements of these birds. 


Master of Science in Publishing 


Tom Burton, through his listing in the 
Whirrakee as its official editor has recently 
received the following offer from New York 
University: 


Dear Publishing Professional 

You and your colleagues work in a global 
industry, one in which change is a single 
constant. New technologies are changing the 
way work is done; firms are growing larger as a 
result of international mergers and smaller as a 
result of an increasing number of entrepreneurial 
ventures. The employee with an in-depth 
understanding of the business of publishing will 
be most successful at managing this change. 
The Centre for Publishing at New York 
University, which has provided educational 
publishing for 56 years, offers a Master of 
Science in Publishing degree to help you 
achieve success... 


Tom is thinking about it.... 


Caper White Butterflies 
Author; Tom Burton 


The Caper White Butterflies have been flying 
past in the last weeks of October, but not in as 
great numbers as at this time last year. If you 
are a seeker of small thrills, look out and see 
these amazing little animals on their spring 
migration to who-knows-where. It is one of the 
wonders of the world! 


What happens at the end of the migration is 
unclear, because they sure don't fly back past 
here. Andy Brookes pointed out last year that 
the 

Australian Museum did a large scale project on 
the migration many years ago, but I haven't 
tracked down the 
disappointment, the new 
CSIRO book on butterfly ecology, which I 


results. To my 


purchased at great expense, contains no mention 
of Caper Whites. 


However, we do know that when the butterflies 
come to Victoria, they are out of the range of the 
native caper bushes, which are the food for their 
caterpillars. Moreover, we know that the 
number of migrating butterflies varies 
dramatically from year to year. In 1929, the 
great J.A. Leach referred to the big year of 
1916, and there were big years in 1970 and 


1975 in Adelaide. 1998 was a great year also. 


I received a number of messages about last 
year's Caper Whites, from people who saw 
huge numbers at along the coast west of 
Geelong, in Melbourne and at Inverloch. One 
correspondent also said that many were washed 
up on the beach at Venus Bay. In some years, 
these small insects, which have come down 
from the range of the caper bushes, at least as 
far as northern NSW, make it to Tasmania. 
That is pretty admirable to me. 


You can recognise Caper Whites as small white 
butterflies with black edging to their wings, 
always flying west through the Bendigo region, 
except when they stop for a sip of nectar. When 
they are resting with their wings up, you can see 
the black-and-white patterning and yellow 
patches of the under-wing. 


Keep an eye out also for the Painted Ladies, 
small brown butterflies with four small blue and 
black eyespots on the hindwing. Their larval 
food plants are mostly daisies, and locally this 
includes Cape-weed and everlastings. When 
you walk past a patch of Sticky Everlastings you 
can often disturb quite a cloud of these 
butterflies. 


On the right is a Caper White, Belonois 
java. From: Insects — a world of Diversity. 
CSIRO publishing 1997. 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, November 10, 7:30pm 
Speaker: Peter Johnson, DNRE, Bendigo 
‘Amphibians of North Central Victoria’. 


Wednesday, December 8 

Christmas Dinner, members usually bring a 
plate of supper to share. 

Note: starting time will be earlier. 


Excursion 


Sunday, November 14 

Meet 10am at the Clubhouse 

Marylin Sprague’s wildflower nursery and 
Geoff Gibson’s arboretum 


December excursion 
details to be confirmed 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, November 5 

‘Owlet Nightjars and other nocturnal birds’ 

Bird Group Event at Club rooms and Kerrie 
Norris’s property. 

For details, see page . 


Mammal Study Group 


For information about the Mammal Study Group 
ring Bill Holsworth on 5443 4063. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


a 
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Other Events 


Tang Tang Wildlife Reserve Picnic 
Date: Sunday 14 November 1999 
Time: llam - 3pm 


Location: Tang Tang Wildlife Reserve off 
Dingee 
Road 


Bring: Picnic lunch and chair 


Come and share in the beauty of this special spot 
and be part of its future. 


For further information phone Rhonda Bullock, 
Parks Victoria, 54 383066 or 0408 593546. 


VNPA Picnic, Braeside Park 


Sunday 21 November 11am - 4pm. 
See page 5 for details 


Bus Trip to Werribee Sewage Farm 


The Castlemaine FNC invites BFNC members 
on a bus trip from Castlemaine to Werribee 
Sewage Farm on Saturday November 13. 

The bus leaves Castlemaine opposite Castle 
Hotel 8am, arriving back 6pm. 

The excursion is led by Fred Smith and Fred 
Anderson. 

Contact: ph. 54 734555, Margaret Badminton 
The cost is $17.- for the trip. ; 


Wildlife Rescue & Information Network 
Inc. 

W.R.LN. is an organisation dedicated to the 
care of orphaned, sick or injured native animals. 
It is fully endorsed by the Dept of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 

Please call our Emergency Number for Help for 
Fauna in Need. 

Phone: 0419 356433 


